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Letters
(cont. from page 6A)

Safety
(cont. from page 1A)

Budget
(cont. from page 1A)

WE ARE WORTH THE DRIVE!

Scottsdale Flooring America
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Flooring 

America

fl ooringamerica.com/review2nd Generation Family Owned & 
Operated for over 20 years

Winner for 
7 years

480-451-9600

ROC 107858  •  ROC 116220

Our Prices Make 

Luxury Affordable!
Get Everything the home centers charge for at...

ONE PRICE.

Scottsdale

Others may charge extra for: 

•Delivery
•RoomMeasure

•Estimate
•FurnitureMoving

•CarpetRemoval&HaulAway

We are a Karastan® Dealer

Show your home some love 
Let us Help!

Tile•Carpet•Wood•Laminate
Luxury Vinyl Plank and More

HUGE SAVINGS 

ON HARD SURFACE 

FLOORS, TOO!

Think Again

The New Zerona z6 

Fat Loss Laser Is Here

Lose up to 3.5 inches 

in just 2 weeks.

No Pain or Side Effects 

and Only 40 Minutes 

Per Treatment

Is Life Too Crazy To 
Achieve Your Goals?

Call us today to schedule (480) 837-2600

SmithFamilyChiropractic•11673N.SaguaroBlvd

without even having a 
modicum of greatness. 
What greatness? Not hav-
ing any sills whatsoever is 
more like it, except maybe 
“glad hand shaking and 
smirking.”
 This type of electioneer 
works by the premise of 
the “big lie.” The bigger the 
lie about their supposed 
virtues, the more they be-
lieve their own drivel. And 
what is most funny is that 
they expect us to believe 
their drivel, also. Welcome 
to 21st Century American 
politics.
 Do not misunderstand; 
there are very significant 
individuals – yes, leaders – 
but it is up to you to vote for 
them and to install them 
into office. 

changes at La Montana. 
There will be pavement 
barriers installed to re-
duce the number of lanes 
through the intersection to 
make it clear where motor-
ists are to go as they travel 
through the intersection.
 Also, farther west on the 
Avenue, the lane across 
the median into the post 
office will be widened to 
accommodate traffic in 
both directions on the Av-
enue. This is designed to 
eliminate U-turns at La 
Montana.
 What is being installed 

as temporary is expected to 
be made permanent when 
funds are available and the 
effectiveness of the change 
is evaluated.
 At Verde River Drive 
there is an engineering 
study underway to evaluate 
the possibility of four-way 
stop at the intersection. 
The study is also look-
ing at possible crosswalks 
connecting the ends of the 
plaza on either side of the 
intersection.
 Miller said the recom-
mendations of the study 
group will be brought back 
to the council for discus-
sion.
 “We would like to be 
able to budget some of the 
measures next fiscal year,” 
Miller said.

different for residential 
parcels and commercial 
parcels. The residential 
program would begin at 
$300 in the first year, and 
decline by $50 each suc-
ceeding year down to $200 
in the fourth year.
 The commercial fee 
would begin at $350 and 
also decline by $50 each 
year of the program.
 Spelich said they esti-
mate the program would 
raise about $18 million 
over the duration.
 “I believe the people in 
town will pay as long as 
they know what they are 
paying for, I think they will 
be for this,” Spelich said. “I 
found six of the most nega-
tive people I could find and 
presented this, and they all 
supported it.
 “It is a clear, concise plan 
from beginning to end.”
 He noted that following 
the election he was able to 
sit down with all the staff 
directors and was very im-
pressed by their hard work 
and dedication, all with a 
shoestring budget.
 “There is no more room 
to cut,” Spelich said.

Council input
 Vice Mayor Art Tolis 
applauded Spelich’s effort, 
but seemed not entirely 
sold.
 “I thank you for coming 
up with something,” Tolis 
said. “I also am not inter-
ested in going back to the 
voters for a property tax.”
 Tolis suggested it is a 
good starting point for 
staff to work on refining a 
proposal.
 Councilman Mike Schar-
now said his concern is 
what happens in year five.
 “Do we start over?” he 
asked.
 Councilman Dennis 
Brown said a lot of thought 
went into the $7 million 
amount proposed by the 

transaction privilege tax 
question last May.
 “We didn’t pull  the 
amount out of thin air,” 
Brown said. “You (Spelich) 
have a good idea, but it is 
a Band-Aid compared to 
what we need.”
 Mayor Ginny Dickey 
said the proposal is a good 
idea, and similar to other 
options, however she would 
like staff to tweak numbers 
and provide a proposal.
 Tolis agreed he wants 
staff to provide some op-
tions, maybe something 
along the lines of a general 
obligation bond.

Obstacles
 Several of the issues 
surrounding the Spelich 
plan start with collection. 
The town uses a private 
company to collect for the 
Environment Fee, and 
there is little recourse for 
the town for those who do 
not pay the $36 annual fee. 
There is a fairly good re-
turn to the town of around 
90 percent on that fee. The 
larger amount could pose 
problems.
 Brown touted the idea 
as telling people the plan 
costs just $1 per day. How-
ever, there are many people 
in town where the property 
tax would have added far 
less than that to their bill. 
State law does not allow 
the town to implement 
such fees based on property 
value or size. The amount 
must be the same for all 
properties. That means 
some smaller homes of 
less value are subsidizing 
larger homes worth much 
more.
 The fee would not need 
voter approval, as with the 
Environmental Fee it could 
be enacted by a majority 
vote of the council. The 
primary property tax, and 
similarly a general obliga-
tion bond would need voter 
approval.

Budget picture
 Finance Director Craig 
Rudolphy presented a con-

P3 app replaces 

former Text-A-Tip
 The Fountain Hills Coali-
tion reminds residents that a 
smartphone app is now avail-
able to be used for anony-
mous tips to the Maricopa 
County Sheriff ’s Office.
 The “P3 Tips” app re-
places the former Text-A-
Tip that has seen much 
success in and around 
Fountain Hills.
 The P3 application-
based format allows resi-
dents to take advantage 
of new options yet remain 
anonymous.
 Fountain Hills Coalition 
officials are urging resi-
dents to download the P3 
app and delete any refer-
ences to Text-A-Tip on their 
phones since the service 
has been disconnected.
 The coalition is closely 

working with MCSO to de-
velop marketing materials 
that will soon be released 
so teens as well as other 
residents are up to speed 
on how the P3 Tips pro-
gram works and how to 
download the app.
 Users have the ability to 
share their name through 
tips provided on the app, or 
they may remain unidenti-
fied if desired.
 The application is avail-
able on Apple and Android 
devices. Simply search for 
“P3 Tips” where you would 
normally download an app, 
and make sure it says it 
is developed by Anderson 
Software.
 Captain Larry Kratzer, 
local Captain for MCSO, 
said that the set-up is sim-
ple and users are guided 
through the whole process, 
including adding MCSO as 
the primary law enforce-
ment agency.
 Once the application is 
set up, users can choose 
from categories before 
sending a tip, allowing the 
information to be more eas-
ily channeled to the proper 
authorities.
 There’s even a school 
category, allowing students 
to provide anonymous tips 
directly affecting their 
school campus.
 Another added feature is 
the ability to attach photos 
to tips, as well as the ability 
to track the progress of a tip 
after it has been reported. 
 If the authorities need 
to get back in touch with 
the person sending the 
tip, it will also be handled 
through the application.

 The 44th annual HOA 
meeting involving Vivi-
endas property owners is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. on Tues-
day, Feb. 19, in Fountain 
View Village Pub, 16455 
Avenue of the Fountains. 
 All property owners are 
encouraged to attend so a 
quorum is present to con-
duct business.

ceptual budget proposal 
for the 2019-2020 fiscal 
year of $33,053,900. That 
compares to a $32,414,866 
budget for the current fis-
cal year.
 Rudolphy is also pro-
jecting a budget shortfall 
totaling $1.7 million over 
the next five years. Most 
of that, just over $1 million 
falls in the final year.
 The capital improve-
ment budget projection for 
the next fiscal year totals 
$2.2 million. Two large 
capital projects, which 
have been in the budget 
for several years, Fire 
Station #2 and the Adero 
Canyon Trailhead are now 
complete and do not show 
up in next year’s budget 
plan.
 Parks projects,  up-
grades to the Golden Eagle 
flood impoundment area 
aimed at preventing future 
flooding ($500,000) and 
$335,000 for Four Peaks 
Park improvements, are 
the largest items in the 
capital budget next year. 
Unpaved alley paving, 
which has been deferred 
for a couple of years, would 
use $255,000 in capital 
funds.
 The budget process 
will continue through the 
spring with a tentative pro-
posal presented for council 
vote in May and final ap-
proval expected in June. 
The new fiscal year begins 
on July 1.

Viviendas 

HOA meets

YOU COULD HELP ADVANCE 

HEART DISEASE RESEARCH 

*In a clinical research study, the participants may receive investigational study product or may receive an 
inactive substance, or placebo, depending on the study design. Participants receive study-related care from 
a doctor/research team for the duration of the study. Reasonable payments will be made for participation, 
and the length of the study may vary.

CALL TODAY AT 866-480-0682.  
OR VISIT heartstudy4me.com 

Those who qualify may receive:*
• Payment up to $750, which varies by study
• Study-related care at no cost from doctors 

• No-cost study medication or placebo 

Heart Health studies are enrolling now.
14420 E. Shadow Canyon

 in SunRidge Canyon
4BR/4.5BA/3CG;  4,259 sq.ft. 

 Views of Four Peaks!

$1,199,000 

Your SunRidge Canyon Resident & Specialist

Cell: 480-263-3649  

Diana Rickenbaugh 
REALTOR®, ABR, GRI, SFR

Owned & Operated by NRT LLC

dianarickenbaugh.com
 diana@dianarickenbaugh.com

Call me today to get your 
FREE market evaluation on your home!

16872 E. Ave of the Fountains, #101

Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

13101 E. Cochise Rd. near Mayo 
Clinic and BASIS Scottsdale. 5 

BR/4.5BA/3CG; 6,600 sq.ft. on over 
an acre. Separate guest casita.

$1,630,000

9625 N. 132nd Place, Scottsdale 

3732 sq. ft, 5BR/4.5 BA/offi ce/

3 car garage, casita

$799,000


